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TEE GENERAL BOARD 

United States Forces, European Theater 



REPORT 

ON 

THE ARMY CHAPLAIN IN .TIE EUROPEAN TWEAHPirtt 



MISSION} To Prepare a Report and Recommendations on the 
Army Chaplain in the European Theater of Oper- 
ations, for submission to the Theater Commander 



The General Board was established by General Orders 123, 
Headquarters European Theater of Operations, U. 3. Army, 
dated 17 June 1945, as amended by General Orders 182, 
dated 7 August 1545, and General Orders 312, dated 20 
November 1945, Headquarters United States Forces, Euro- 
pean Theater, to prepare a' factual analysis of the 
strategy, tactics, and administration employed by the 
U. S. Forces in the European Theater, 



File: 322,01/4 



• Study Number 68 ' > ; 




TABLE 0? CONTENTS 



SUBJECT 

Introduction 

Part One: Assignment, Training, and Replacement of Chaplains 

and Their Enlisted Assistants in the European 
Thea.ter . . . , 

Chapter 1: Procurement and Assignment of Chaplains . . . 

\ 

Procurement of chaplains. Appointment of chaplains 
in the European Theater. Assignment within the 
Theater. Chaplain pools. Assignment of chaplains 
to inoperational installations. Adequacy of current 
Tables of Organization. Promotion opportunities. 
Denominational considerations. 

Chapter 2: Training of Chaplains 

Training in the Zone of the Interior. Training 
literature from the Office of the Chief of Chaplains. 
In-theater training of chaplains. 

Chapter 3: Replacement of Chaplains 

. Replacement procedure. Transfers to and from the 
theater air forces. 

Chapter 4: Enlisted Assistants for Unit Chaplains . . . , 

Basic policy. MOS number. Qualifications. Grades 
and ratings. Specialist training. Transfer of en- 
listed assistants with chaplains. Number of assis- 
tants. Assistants of white chaplains serving colored 
units. Enlisted personnel in the Chaplains' Corps. 



Part Two: Functioning of Unit Chaplains in the European 

Theater 

Chapter 5.: The Chaplain’s Responsibilities as Staff 

Consultant ’ 

General considerations. Accessibility of commanding 
officers to chaplains. The chaplain as consultant 
on public religious observances. The chaplain as 
staff consultant on moral issues. The chaplain's 
responsibility for morale. 

Chapter 6: Religious Services . 

Sunday services. Publicity. Improvisations. Holy 
days of obligation, etc. Adequacy of denominational 
coverage. Coverage of isolated units. 

Chapter 7; Pastoral Duties 

The chaplain as personal counsellor. Ministration's 
to hospitalized personnel. The chaplain's ministry 
to restricted personnel. Ministrations to enemy 



# . # 




prisoners-of-war. Ministrations to displaced 
persons. Ministrations to recovered allied mili- 
tary personnel. Burials. Marriage investiga- 
tions and ceremonies. Pastoral correspondence; 
letters of sympathy and condolence. The value of 
chaplains to the Army. Religious programs of the 
American Forces Network. Pious societies for 
service men. Vocations to the Sacred Ministry.- 
Theological students and non-chaplain clergymen.- 
Effect of service in the European Theater on the 
moral and religious life of Army personnel. 

Chapter 8: The Chaplain in Combat ..... 71 

The chaplain's normal station in combat. Other 
missions and. functions of chaplains during com- 
bat. Ministrations to battle casualties. Special 
types of operations. Rotation of chaplains. 

Chapter 9: The Chaplain in Service Units ' ‘80 

Service unit assignments. Reinforcement battalion 
chaplains. Rest centers. Recreation centers. 

Chapter 10: Secular Duties of Chaplains 82 

General considerations. The chaplain as graves 
registration officer. 

Chapter 11 j The Chaplain and the Geneva Convention . . . .- 84 

Protected status of chaplains. Chaplains' use of 
the Geneva Convention brassard. Chaplains in the 
hands of the enemy. 

Chapter 12: Relat ion^tb Civilian Popul^TrdrfS^ 21 "' . ..... 39 

Relations between chaplains and civilian clergymen. 

Looting and pillaging of churches. Religious moti- 
vations in psychological warfare efforts. Religious 
freedom in occupied Germany. Religious aspects of 
the non-fraternization policy. Ministrations and 
services to civilians. Use of churches, chapels, and 
shrines. 



Part Three: Facilities, Equipment, and Supplies for 



Chaplains in the European Theater • 99 

Chapter 13: Chapel and Office Facilities 99 



Chapels in Communications Zone installations, 
including equipment therefor. Office or separate 
tent to provide privacy for consultation and study. 

■Chapter 14: Chaplains 1 Equipment and Supplies 102 

■Organizational Table of Equipment items currently 
authorized. Availability to chaplains of au- 
thorized equipment. Desirability of authorizing 
additional equipment for chaplains. Non-Table of 
Equipment items of Government issue for chaplains 1 
use. Expendable supplies for chaplains. Supply • 
plan for chaplain and religious supplies. Chaplains’ 
funds. 



Part Pour: 






Supervision and Administration of Chaplains 
in the European Theater 

Chapter 15: The Office of the Theater Chaplain , 

Mission and functioning of the Theater Chap- 
lain's Office. Expansion of the office. Use 
of non— chaplain officers in administrative 
chaplains 1 offices. Desirability of a chaplain 
division in Supreme Headquarters. Liaison a c- 
_ tivities of the Theater Chaplain's Office. Con- 
ferences of senior chaplains. Publications and 
directives. Chaplains' branch insignia on head- 
gear. Promotion policies. Emplacement policy. 
Post-hostilities planning. 



Chapter. 16: Supervision of Chaplains in the Communications 

Zone .' 

Supervisory chaplains in Communications Zone 
sections. District chaplains. Major port chap- 
lains. General hospital senior chaplains. 

Hospital center chaplains. Supervisory chaplains 
in the Milita.ry Railway Service. Supervisory 
cha.pla.ins in the Ground Eorces Reinforcement 
Command. 

Chapter 17; Chaplain Supervision in Theater Ground 
Forces 



General considerations. The army group head- 
quarters as an echelon of chaplain supervision. 

The ^ army chaplain. The corps chaplain. The 
, division chaplain. Other headquarters. Staff 
relationships of the chaplain section in higher 
headquarters, effectiveness of supervision. 

Chapter 18: Supervision and Administration of Chaplains 

in the Theater Air Forces ... 

Oj.fj.ce of the staff Chaplain, United States 
Strategic Air Forces in Europe (USSTAF). The 
Eighth Air Force. The Minth Air Force.' Other 
JSSiAi commands. Use of technical channels 
during operations. 

Chapter 19: Administrative Matters 

Monthly Reports. Change of status reports to 
higher headquarters. Machine record data on 
chaplains. Individual information sheets. 
Professional evaluation records and efficiency 
reports. 



Chapter 20: The Chapla.in's Relation to Eis 

Denomination ISq 

Denominational control of chaplains. Reports 
to denomination. Visitations by ecclesiastical 
dignitaries. Civilian chapla,ins, service 
pastors and visiting clergymen. 



Appendices : 



PAGE 






1. Categories of Chaplains to he Interviewed 1 

2. Sources of Information 3 

3. Distribution "ty Grade and Organization of Chaplains 
in Ground and Service Forces in the European. 

Theater, May 1945 . 12 

4. Letter, The National Jewish Welfare Board, subject 

"Jewish Chaplains da.ted 10 February 1944 .13 

5. Distribution by Denomination of Field Grade Chap- 

lains of Groun and Service Forces in the -European 
Theater, May 1945 15 

6. Distribution by Denomination of Field Grade Chap- 
lains of Air Forces in the European Theater, August 

1943 to May 1945 ~ . . 16 

7. Memorandum No. 7, Headquarters XXIII Corps, subject 
"Chaplains and Religious Activities 'dated 29 

January 1945 17 

8. Letter, Office of the Division Chaplain, Headquarters 
2d Armored Division, subject "Venereal Disease 

Control," dated 20 February 1945 21 

9. Recommendations of the Chaplains-in-Conference of . 
the Military Railway Service and Security Section, 

Paris, France, 11 to 13 September 1945 ....... 23 

10. Letter, Headquarters European Theater of Operations, 

N. S. Army, file AG 211 OpGA, • subject "The Army 
Chaplain," dated 7 June 1944 24 

11. Chaplains and Clergymen in the Wehrmacht 26 



12. Letter, Office of the Theater Chaplain, Headquarters 
Communications Zone, European Theater of Operations, 



U. S. Army, subject "Religious Ministrations in 
Prisoner-of-War Camps," dated 16 January 1945 ... 28 

13. Comparison of Casualties in the Corps of Chaplains 

with Officer Casualties in the Arms and the Medical 
Department in the European Theater 29 

14. Religious Survey in the 41st Armored Infantry ... 30 

15. Army Air Forces Survey, "What Returnees Say About 

Religion in the Army" 32 

16. Soldier Comments on Chaplains and Religion in the 
Army, from the Semu-Monthly Censorship Reports for 

the Period 16 February to 15 August 1945 38 

17. Expressions of Opinion About the Effect of Service 
in the European Theater on the Religious and Moral 

Life of Military Personnel 47 

18. Participation of the Chaplain's Office, Western 

3ase Section, in Operation "Overlord" 50 




PAGE 






19. Inter-Office Routing Slip, Headquarters Services of 
Supply, European Theater of Operations, subject 

"Chaplains and Graves Registration." 51 

20. Letter, Office of the Chief Quartermaster, Head- 
quarters Communications Zone, European Theater of 
Operations , subject "Location of Isolated Graves of 



U. S. Army Personnel," dated 17 April 1945 53 

21. Letter, Office of the Chaplain, Headquarters XXI 
Corps, subject "Recommended Procedure for Dealings 

with German Clergy," dated 10 April 1945 55 

22. Circular No, 22, Headquarters Third U. S. Army, 
subject "Chaplains' Motor Transportation," dated 

7 June 1944 . . ’ 57 



23. Letter, Headquarters C-round Forces Replacement System, 

European Theater of Operations, United States Army, 
subject "Assignment of Vehicles to Chaplains," dated 

10 September 1944 58 

24. Circular Letter No. 7, Office of the Chief Quarter- 
master, Headquarters Communications Zone, European 
Theater of Operations, subject "Chaplains' Supplies," 



dated 13 January 1945 . 59 

25. Liaison Between Chaplains of the U. S, Army in the 
European Theater and the Chaplains of Other Porces: 

Statements of Senior Chaplains Concerned . , 61 

26. Agendas for April 1945 Conferences of Communications 

Zone Section Chaplains and Army Chaplains 55 

27. Coverage of Religion and Chaplain Activities in 

"The Stars and Stripes" and "Yank" 67 

28. Functional Chart of the Office of the Section Chaplain, 

Headquarters Delta Base Section ... 70 

29. Immediate Report No. 43, Headquarters Twelfth Army 

Group, file 370,2 (G-3), subject "Chaplain Section in 
Forward Echelon," dated 31 August 1944 71 

30. Form, Office of the Chaplain, Headquarters Third 

U. S. Army, subject "Supplement No. to TUSA 

Roster of Chaplains dated . " 72 



31. Letter, National Jewish Welfare Board, National Army 
and Navy Committee, Walter Rothschild, Chairman, 
(subject "Jewish Chaplains in the European Theater of 
Operations"), dated 7 December 1945 



73 







Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel) Arthur Carl Piepkorn, 

0-25842, Chief of Section-in-Charge,. 

Chaplain (Captain) Edward M. Mize, 0-461638, 

Executive Officer,. Section-in-Charge. 

Chaplain (Captain) George G. Finlay, 0-553348, 

Assistant Chaplain, Section-in-Charge. 

Principal Consultants: 

Chaplain (Colonel) Edwin -B. Carter, Jr., 0-420316, 

Deputy Theater Chaplain, European Theater. 

Chaplain (Colonel) Edward £, Hartin, 0-16358, 

Senior Chaplain, Headquarters Southern Line of 
Communications ; Senior Chaplain, Continental 
Advance Section; Senior Chaplain, Berlin District; 
Army Chaplain, Third United States Army. 

Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel) Baiph J. Smith, 0-387339, 
Division Chaplain, 3d Infantry Division. 

Chaplain (—ajar) Elmer I. Carriker, 0—446106, 

Deputy Staff Chaplain, ITinth Air Force. 

Chaplain (Major) Albert J. DuBois, 0-310658, 

Assistant Division Chaplain, 103d Infantry Division; 
Assistant Corps Chaplain, XXII Corps; Senior Chap- 
lain, Seine Section, 

Chaplain (Major) Lawrence Eidder, 0-406330, 

Assistant Division Chaplain, 4th Armored Division; 
Assistant Division Chaplain, 5th Armored Division; 
Senior Chaplain, Headquarters 5th Major Port; 

163th .General Hospital. 

Chaplain (Captain) Samuel Blinder, 0-515731, 

Assistant to the Corns Chaplain, XIX Corps; 

Assistant to the Corns Chaplain, XXIII Corps. 

Chaplain (Captain) Morris V. Dembowitz, 0-545042, 

179th General Hospital; assistant to the Corps 
Chaplain, VI Corps. 

Chaplain (Captain) William H. Ferry, 0-544768, 

Assistant Chaplain, Headquarters Fifteenth U. S* Army. 

Chaplain (Captain) Irwin I. Hyman, 0-512923, 

Assistant Chaplain, Headquarters Seine Base Section; 
Adviser to the Theater Chaplain on Jewish Affairs. 

Chaplain (Captain) Otto E. Xohn, 0-491055, 

Senior Chaplain, Prisoner— of— War Enclosure Ho. 1; 
'Assistant Chaplain, Personnel Branch, Office of the 
Theater Chaplain, 



* For lists of individuals interviewed and of individuals from whom 
accomplished questionnaires were received see Appendix 2. 




